
News from A. Leon Lowry Elementary School

CONGRATULATIONS!
Lowry's 4th grader Elizabeth's essay on recycling won 

2nd  place in the Hillsborough County Contest!

Elizabeth 
(L 2 R) Chief Facilities Officer Cathy Valdes, Mom 

Rebecca, Teacher Kim Coskey, Teacher Tamara Bryant, 
Superintendent MaryEllen Elia and Board member 

Candy Olson.

Elizabeth's Journey
NewYork-born Elizabeth lived between India and USA from the 
age of one. 2nd grade at the Lowry Elementary in 2010 was her 
first year in school in USA. 
Staff at Lowry made the transition easy and helped as she spent 2 
quarters of her 2nd and 3rd grade years overseas. 
During her 3rd grade, the school lent the books that belonged to 
Hillsborough County Public Schools and her 2nd and 3rd grade 
teacher literally sent the weekly curriculum with daily activities 
via e-mail. With the help of her mom, Elizabeth has been on the 
Principal's Honor Roll ever since.

THANKS TO:
Hillsborough County Public Schools and Lowry Elementary: 
Teacher: Kim Coskey (2nd n 3rd grade)
Class Teacher: Tamara Bryant (4th grade)
Office staff: Julie Oost, JoAnn Kinard, ReeCee Daly
Principal: Michelle Spagnuolo

RECYCLING? AT SCHOOL? COOL!!
by

Elizabeth Dhanaraj

     Have you ever recycled? If you haven’t, then you might want to read this. Recycling is the process of collecting used 
materials like plastic, glass, paper and aluminium and making them into new products. It is very important because trash 
which is not recycled is usually just taken to a landfill and dumped. If this goes on, we will soon run out of space to put the 
trash, and could very well end up with trash up to our knees! If we take things that can be recycled and actually recycle 
them, we will have less trash to deal with.

     Recycling is essential to preserve the natural resources of the Earth. It also helps free up much-needed space. It is 
especially important at schools, which are central places in a community. When students are taught to recycle at school, they 
are trained to care about their environment and work as a team. This will help them be responsible citizens in the future.

     The two major types of waste at schools are paper & food waste. Recycling in schools can be done in two ways, either 
by one-time recycling drives or by an on-going recycling program, which can help reduce the school's waste disposal costs. 
The school can also raise funds by working together with a local recycling center. 

     A few interesting facts about waste production and recycling:

1) According to the state of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, each person produces close to one ton 
of garbage every year!

2) Every year nearly 900,000,000 trees are cut down to provide raw materials for American paper and pulp mills.  

3) According to the Resourceful Schools Project, recycling just one ton of paper can save 17 trees, 380 gallons of oil, 
three cubic yards of landfill area, 4,000 kilowatts of energy and 7,000 gallons of water.

     In conclusion, if we have a lot of left-over or waste paper, we should recycle it instead of throwing it out. Since paper is 
made from trees, every piece of paper we write on is actually part of a tree! Recycling all the paper waste and the food 
waste in our schools will go a long way towards making our planet a green one. The schools will also be doing their part in 
reducing global warming, which will help save our wonderful and amazing planet for future generations!
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